

















“If you don’t 
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Survey of Student 
Engagement
(pronounced “cessie”)
College student surveys that 
assess the extent to which 
students engage in educational 
practices associated with high 



























































• BCSSE (pronounced “bessie”)
• Designed as a companion to NSSE
• Pilots in 2004-2006; 127 BCSSE               
schools in 2007!  
• Purpose:
• Measure entering first-year 
students’ pre-college academic 
and co-curricular experiences.
• Expectations and attitudes for participating in 
educationally purposeful activities during the 
first college year.
BCSSE Content
• High school academic and co-curricular 
engagement.
• High school academic preparation (e.g., AP 
courses).
l• 6 sca es
•High School Academic Engagement

























Self-reports of academic preparedness may signal a student’s likelihood of success. This scale 
measures the degree of confidence students have in their academic abilities. Items include how 
d t d t tprepare  s u en s are o: 
 
• Write clearly and effectively 
• Speak clearly and effectively 
• Think critically and analytically 
• Analyze math or quantitative problems 
• Use computing and information technology 
• Work effectively with others 
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How do we use this information to 
effectively help students entering 
college with low confidence?
28












































































































































































































years in college   
• Educators need to detail the specific
activities that will lead to success in college
Discussion and Comments
Jillian Kinzie
NSSE Institute
jikinzie@indiana edu.
Alexei Matveev
Norfolk State University
www.nsse.iub.edu
